
Headteacher's Award

This week the Headteacher’s Award
goes to 
Amiee

for engaging with learning and
producing great work

&
Tegan H

for brilliant attendance

It’s been a chilly last week of this half term,
definitely a good chance to gather around the
firepit on Outdoor Ed!

Back in school we’ve been busy focusing on
careers, with lots of different activities going
on, check out the reports on the following
pages.

We hope everyone enjoys their half term week
off, with time for rest and fun. We look forward
to seeing you all again on Monday 24th
February.

D a t e s  f o r  t h e  d i a r y

C o f f e e  m o r n i n g :  2 7 t h
F e b r u a r y  -  H a z e l  c l a s s

LETTERNEWS
MAGDALEN

C O U R T  S C H O O L  W E E K L Y

SPRING 1 - WEEK 6

H a l f  t e r m  s u p p o r t

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  n e w  T h r i v e  D i r e c t o r y  o n
t h e  ‘ S u p p o r t  f o r  P u p i l s  &  F a m i l i e s ’

a r e a  o f  o u r  w e b s i t e .
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YEAR 11 & POST 16 UPDATE

Tuesday 13th May PM: Biology
Wednesday 14th May AM: Geography
Thursday 15th May AM: Maths
Monday 19th May AM: Chemistry
Thursday 22nd AM: Physics
Monday 2nd June AM: Statistics
Wednesday 4th June AM: Maths
Friday 6th June PM: Geography
Monday 9th June AM: Biology
Thursday 12th June AM: Geography
Friday 13th June AM: Chemistry
Friday 13th June PM: Statistics
Monday 16th June AM: Physics

Thursday 19th June Leavers’ Evening event
Friday 20th June Adrenalin Quarry trip

EXAM TIMETABLE

Exam time will soon be upon us, and we are
busy making plans for them and for our
leavers. Individual timetables will be sent out
after half term, but the full exam timetable is
included below for reference. 

For learners in Year 11 and post-16 who are
leaving us in September, there will be a
Leavers’ Evening event on Thursday 19th
June (timings TBC) and their last day with us
will be a day out at Adrenalin Quarry on
Friday 20th June. More information about
end of term arrangements will be available
after all placements for 2025/6 are confirmed
and invites will be sent in due course!



HIGHLIGHTING...
CAREERS
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We are excited to announce the return of our
annual Careers Fayre on Tuesday 18th
March! We will be visited by representatives
from over 15 companies including Ceca
Engineering, Lifeworks and Savills.

We'd love as many learners and parents as
possible to get the opportunity to explore
future options with them - as well as
curriculum stalls with information for
parents about the learning pathways at MCS.
There will also be a prize draw to add to the
excitement!

Don’t forget that there is also an opportunity
for parents to get involved by supporting our
Careers Presentation event, talking about
your job and your route into that career.
Please contact Sophie or David if you’d like
to help with this by emailing the office:
office@magdalencourt.org.

HOLLY CLASS CAREERS 

Recently Holly class have been engaged in
the Skills Builder topic - Operation
Moonbase'. During the course of this
challenge they considered what might
make an ideal society. They then used
their creativity and imagination to create
a settlement called Utopia on a distant
moon. During the lessons they focused on
the following essential skills: Listening,
Speaking, Problem Solving, Creativity,
Staying Positive, Aiming High, Leadership
and Teamwork.

There were lots of good ideas and designs
produced. These, for example, are by
Aaron and George:



Ash class learnt about different possible environments that vehicles might face in the future.
They choose a jungle environment when thinking about what their vehicle would need to
survive the many trees, animals and toxic swamps. They each designed their own vehicle,
thinking about size, shape and material as well as how it would be fueled. We looked at the new
Hyundai Nexo and how it filters and releases clean air as a by product of its hydrogen
consumption and used this within our plans. The children then shared their designs with each
other, each person wrote down one thing they liked about each design before coming together
as a group and including all the 'best bits' to make the perfect transport for future jungle
transportation. The class then used junk modelling to build prototypes of this joint design. 

Aspen class produced these great examples below including a hydrotube train, flying cars and a
solur lunar powered family car!
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ASH & ASPEN:  FUTURE TRANSPORT

ALLEY HOUSE PLANT GURU

Many thanks from the Alley House team to Izzy for
being head of plant care this term!
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ALLEY HOUSE PIZZA MAKING

In Alley House this week, it has been the last week of the Personal Development Module to plan
a group activity. They planned the activity, budgeted and shopped for ingredients, made their
own pizzas, chose a film and a group game. A very successful day for all and great tasting pizza! 
Have a great half term and see you back in Alley House soon. 

Last Friday, Beech class visited the Royal Albert
Memorial Museum as part of their personal
development lessons, where the focus was to
research what exhibitions were at the museum and
plan an itinerary and route. In preparation for the
trip, the students researched the museum’s
various exhibits and selected the ones that piqued
their interest and worked together to create a
personalised itinerary, deciding which exhibits to
explore and how to make the most of their time at
the museum. They also used google maps to find
out which mode of transport and route would be
best to take to get to the museum. This activity
allowed the learners to practice research skills,
critical thinking, and decision-making, while also
encouraging them to reflect on their interests.

BEECH CLASS RAMM VISIT
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This half term, Elm Class has been exploring collage techniques,
focusing on the work of Henri Matisse. We have studied how
Matisse used bold colours and organic shapes in his "cut-out"
style, creating dynamic and expressive compositions. Inspired
by his work, we have experimented with cutting, layering, and
arranging paper to create our own collages. Our objective has
been to develop our understanding of composition, colour, and
shape while improving our cutting and arranging skills. Through
this project, we have gained confidence in using collage as a
form of artistic expression.

ELM CLASS ART

OLIVE CLASS REWARD TRIP

On Thursday Olive class took a trip
into Exeter to have lunch at local
Italian restaurant Sabatini’s as a
reward for all their hard work
hosting coffee mornings for
parents and the Therapy team.
They all had a great time and some
of the students were allowed to go
and see how a working kitchen
operates - thanks to our lovely
governor Lloyd for facilitating that!
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Idiom & word of the week for Spring Term 2, week 1:

OUTDOOR ED 

We had a great time this week at River Dart, enjoying the outdoors and the indoor
bouldering too, well done everyone!

This half term, Beech class has been focusing on exploring their options and developing a clear
plan for their future careers. They've been researching different career paths and considering
the skills, qualifications, and interests that align with various professions. Through discussions,
activities, and goal-setting exercises, learners have been learning how to identify their
strengths and how those can translate into potential career opportunities. They’ve also been
working on creating personal action plans, outlining the steps needed to achieve their goals,
such as further education, internships, or skill development. This process is helping them gain a
clearer understanding of the choices available to them and how to make informed decisions
about their futures.

BEECH CLASS CAREERS



I t  c a n  b e  e a s i e s t  t o  n o t i c e  t h e s e  s i g n a l s  w h e n  d o i n g  a n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t
e v o k e s  a  s t r o n g  s e n s a t i o n .  W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  w e e k l y  s a m p l e  o f  d a i l y
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  m a y  e v o k e  t h e s e  s i g n a l s ,  g i v i n g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
p r a c t i c e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e  f e e l i n g .  T h i s  w e e k ,  MOUTH :
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W e  p r a c t i c e  i n t e r o c e p t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .  S e n s i n g
w h a t  w e  f e e l  i n  o u r  b o d i e s  b e c o m e s  h a r d e r  t h e  o l d e r  w e  g e t  b u t  i t ’ s
s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e l p  u s  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t ’ s  g o i n g  o n  i n s i d e  o u r
b o d i e s  -  h o w  a r e  w e  f e e l i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y ?

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  n o t i c e  b o d y  s i g n a l s  i s  l i n k e d  t o
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  m a n a g e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e m o t i o n s  a n d  m o r e :

THERAPYFOCUS

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  s p a r e  b e a n i e
b a b y  t o y s  y o u  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d  a t
h o m e  a n d  c o u l d  d o n a t e  t o
s c h o o l ?  T h e s e  w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t
f o r  o u r  ‘ j u s t  r i g h t  s t a t e ’  g r o u p s !



Larch
James for building positive friendships

Olive
Elliot for managing the class trip out well

Elm
Finley D for developing healthy sleep habits

Lime
Isaac H for managing his positive mental health and wellbeing routine

independently

Beech
Finley B for developing and sharing new ways of communicating

emotions

Holly
Junior for positive engagement with Friday football training

Ash
Freddie for independently staying hydrated

Aspen
Mala-ann for improving the mental health of everyone in class with her

joyful smile!

Oak
William for returning to school this week and taking responsibility to

look after his health

Hazel
Oscar for making appropriate choices

Maple
Justin for his enthusiasm and engagement in a range of physical

activities

Our Values 
Stars of the Week
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Respect 
&

Resilience

Health
&

Happiness

Kindness
&

Independence

The value this term is health and we’ve seen some great examples
of this quality in school this week.



Food tech

Wow, what an amazing term in Food Tech! Learners have made great progress with their
focus areas and have produced some fantastic work. Learners in Larch class did really well
preparing their ginger bread people biscuits, carefully rolling out, cutting and transferring
to a hot oven. Birch class made blueberry and oat muffins. Oak and Ash class produced
some splendid jammy dodger biscuits using the creaming method to prepare a dough
which was chilled before being rolled out and cut into shapes. Elm, Aspen and Beech class
continued practicing their baking skills whilst preparing some mouth-watering lemon
drizzle cakes this week. Juniper class completed two recipes, spaghetti Bolognese and
home-made gnocchi, it was great to have learners busily working and focused on their
recipes. Learners in Olive, Maple and Hazel produced some fantastic arancini this week. We
found that a bit of beaten egg, a handful of breadcrumbs and freshly chopped herbs was
the perfect addition to our left over risotto from last week. These were carefully rolled in
flour, egg and fine breadcrumbs before being shallow fried until golden brown and served
with lemon wedges. Level 2 learners in Holly and Lime class also produced some delightful
arancini. Learners completing Level 2 assessments made great progress with completing
coursework for their chosen recipes.

Next term, Larch class will be preparing rice dishes and South East Asian inspired recipes.
Birch class will focus on bread making skills and recipes. Oak and Ash classes will be
preparing crumb and bread recipes; goujons and vegetable crumble before moving onto
pizza and calzone. Aspen, Elm and Beech class will continue focusing on baking with scone
recipes. Alley House and Juniper class will be preparing a range of savoury meals from
around the world. KS4/5 classes will focus on rice and potato dishes whilst learners
completing assessments will focus on completing coursework towards their qualifications.
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S a f e g u a r d i n g  n o t i c e

W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  a w a r e  t h a t  a w a y  f r o m  s c h o o l ,  s o m e  o f  o u r
l e a r n e r s  a r e  t a l k i n g  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  t o  p e o p l e  t h e y  d o  n o t  k n o w .  I t

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  f o r  f a k e  p r o f i l e s  t o  b e  s e t  u p  o n  S n a p c h a t  a n d
f o r  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  t o  s e n d  s e x u a l  i m a g e s .  W e  a s k  t h a t  p a r e n t s  b e

v i g i l a n t  a n d  s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e  o n  t h e  N S P C C  o n l i n e  s a f e t y  p a g e
w h i c h  h a s  l o t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a  d e d i c a t e d  n u m b e r  f o r  p a r e n t s

t o  c a l l  i f  t h e y  h a v e  c o n c e r n s .

h t t p s : / / w w w . n s p c c . o r g . u k / k e e p i n g - c h i l d r e n - s a f e / o n l i n e - s a f e t y

T h e  l a w  s a y s  t h a t  c r e a t i n g  o r  s h a r i n g  s e x u a l  i m a g e s  o r  v i d e o s  o f  a
c h i l d  u n d e r  1 8  i s  i l l e g a l ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  s h a r i n g  i s  a  c h i l d .  T h i s

i n c l u d e s :
s e n d i n g  s e x u a l  m e s s a g e s  t o  a  c h i l d

a  c h i l d  t a k i n g  a n  e x p l i c i t  p h o t o  o r  v i d e o  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  a
f r i e n d

s h a r i n g  a n  e x p l i c i t  i m a g e  o r  v i d e o  o f  a  c h i l d ,  e v e n  i f  i t ' s  s h a r e d
b e t w e e n  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s a m e  a g e

h a v i n g ,  d o w n l o a d i n g  o r  s t o r i n g  a n  e x p l i c i t  i m a g e  o r  v i d e o  o f  a
c h i l d ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  c h i l d  g a v e  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  i t  t o  b e  t a k e n
s h a r i n g  a n  e x p l i c i t  i m a g e  o r  v i d e o  o f  a  c h i l d  i s  i l l e g a l ,  e v e n  i f

i t ' s  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s a m e  a g e .  ‘ S h a r e n t i n g ’  -  o r
a d u l t s  s h a r i n g  a  p h o t o  o f  a  c h i l d  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  i s  a l s o

i l l e g a l .
W h i l s t  i t ’ s  i l l e g a l  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  e x c h a n g e  n u d e  o r  s e m i - n u d e

i m a g e r y  o f  a  c h i l d ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n
f r o m  a b u s e .  I f  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n  s h a r i n g  a  n u d e

i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c e ,  i t  i s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  i t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e
c h i l d  b e i n g  p r o s e c u t e d .

T h i s  w e e k ’ s  f o c u s  i s  o n  s c a m s  a n d  f a k e  n e w s .  O n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e
y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a  g u i d e  w i t h  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  p a r e n t s  a n d

c a r e r s  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  t h e  r i s k s  a r o u n d  t h i s .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  s u p p o r t  w i t h  a n y  o f  o u r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t o p i c s ,
p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  J a n e .
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety



