
Headteacher's Award

This week the Headteacher’s Award
goes to 

Maisey C
for a great transition into our school
community, even bravely playing the

guitar for some of us!

LETTERNEWS
MAGDALEN

C O U R T  S C H O O L  W E E K L Y

AUTUMN 1 - WEEK 7

That’s all for this half of term!

We’ve had a busy first half term so we hope
everyone enjoys a restful couple of weeks off
now! We will look forward to seeing all our
learners again when they return on Wednesday
6th November.

Dates for the diary

Coffee morning - Oak class - 7th
November

Tempest Photography visit - 8th
November

Visit to Pantomime - Cinderella at
Exeter Northcott Theatre - 10th & 13th
December (more info to follow!)

Jokes of the week

Benji: ‘what is a ghost’s favourite food?’
-ghoulash!

Jack L: ‘why do ghosts go to the bar?’
-for the ‘boos’!

George: ‘what kind of car does Yoda
drive?’
-a Toyoda



MAGDALEN
C O U R T  S C H O O L  

THERAPYFOCUS
We’re keeping our focus on fine motor skills this week and learning about a component fine motor
skill – BILATERAL INTEGRATION. So what is Bilateral integration? 

Bilateral Integration is a fancy way of saying coordination between the left and right sides of the
body but when we think about fine motor skills it’s how our hands work together! For example, it’s
developing a consistent dominant hand for writing or using scissors and a helping hand to keep the
paper still. It’s also two hands being able to do two completely different jobs to achieve a task, such
as tying shoelaces or using cutlery. 

Here are some fun activities that you can play to develop bilateral integration at home, in the park
or put on a Christmas or birthday list! 

·Shifting weight between two hands, e.g. wheelbarrow walking, bear walking, supporting a child to
swing between monkey bars, using climbing frames

Jumping jacks

Riding a bike

Standing back to back, passing a ball left to 
       right, over and under

Wearing a catcher’s mitt or Velcro mitt when 
       playing catch, then transfer it to the other 
       hand and throw back

Copying drumming patterns

Playing Zoom ball

Stringing beads

Using scissors for simple activities

Here is a video if you want to know more and want more ideas to try:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ck9qOuLYo3A



HIGHLIGHTING...
CAREERS

A t  M a g d a l e n  C o u r t  S c h o o l  w e  a r e  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  a l l  o f  o u r  l e a r n e r s  l e a v i n g
s c h o o l  w i t h  i d e a s  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  g o  n e x t  a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a n

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m  -  w h e t h e r  t h a t ’ s  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  o r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  w o r l d  o f  w o r k .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s

t h a t  w e ’ v e  b e e n  u p  t o  t o  e n c o u r a g e  l e a r n e r s  t o  e x p l o r e  C a r e e r s  o p t i o n s  o v e r
t h e  p a s t  t w o  w e e k s .

O a k  c l a s s  h a v e  b e e n
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  j o b s  t h e y
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o  i n  t h e

f u t u r e .  O s c a r  s a y s  ‘ I ’ d  l o v e
t o  b e  a  z o o  k e e p e r ,  I  k n o w  I
w i l l  n e e d  m a t h s  a n d  g o o d

n o t e - t a k i n g  f o r  t h i s  j o b ’

B e e c h  c l a s s  d i s c u s s e d
c l a s s r o o m  j o b s ,  w h a t  t h e y

e n t a i l  a n d  w h a t  s k i l l s  w o u l d  b e
n e e d e d .  L e a r n e r s  c o m p l e t e d

a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e
s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e

c l a s s  j o b !



D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e
m e d i c a l  &  c o n s e n t s  o n l i n e

f o r m :
h t t p s : / / f o r m s . o f f i c e . c o m / e / f X

c Q z J j f 7 Q
o r  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  b e l o w .  
I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i s s u e s  f i l l i n g
i t  o u t  o r  n e e d  a  p a p e r  c o p y ,

c o n t a c t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e .

O l i v e  c l a s s  h a v e  b e e n
w e l c o m i n g  p a r e n t s  t o  c o f f e e

m o r n i n g s ,  m a k i n g  &  s e r v i n g  h o t
d r i n k s .  L e a r n i n g  t o  u s e  t h e

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o f f e e  m a c h i n e ,
p r a c t i s i n g  b a r i s t a  s k i l l s  a n d

s e r v i n g  c u s t o m e r s  i n  a  p o l i t e  &
p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a n n e r  h a s  g i v e n

o u r  l e a r n e r s  a  t a s t e  o f  t h e
w o r k p l a c e !  

T h i s  h a l f - t e r m  H o l l y  c l a s s
h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  a n d

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n
t h e i r  C a r e e r s  l e s s o n s :  t h e

b e n e f i t s  o f  W o r k
E x p e r i e n c e ;  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e
c a r e e r  p a t h w a y s ;  r e s e a r c h
o n  w h a t  l o c a l  c o l l e g e s  a n d
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f f e r  o u r
y o u n g  p e o p l e  p o s t - 1 6 ;  h o w
t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s .
T h e y  a l s o  p r o d u c e d  t h e s e

t o t e  b a g  d e s i g n s  i n  P D .

P u p i l s  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t  c o l l e g e
p r o s p e c t u s e s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  m a k e

t h e i r  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g
M a g d a l e n  C o u r t  S c h o o l .  P u p i l s  f r o m

H o l l y  &  L i m e  c l a s s  t o o k  a  t o u r  a r o u n d
t h e  m a n y  s i t e s  o f  E x e t e r  C o l l e g e ,

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M u s i c ,  S p o r t  a n d
B u s i n e s s  f a c u l t i e s .  P u p i l s  w e r e

a m a z i n g l y  w e l l  b e h a v e d  a n d  a s k e d
s o m e  r e a l l y  i n s i g h t f u l  q u e s t i o n s .  



MAGDALEN
C O U R T  S C H O O L  

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Friday 11th October 2024 was a day to remember, when MCS learners participated in
the Special Schools Football Festival. Learners from Key Stages 2-5 represented the
school in both a junior and senior team. Key Stages 2-3 put in a brave effort to get
through the qualifying stages in the morning. This was the first time for some learners
that stepped up to the big occasion of playing in an important sporting fixture. Everyone
was proud of the performances that were displayed on and off the pitch.

Key Stages 4-5 jumped out of the water like a shark and Alfie Littler was star struck at
how these learners played compared to the team last year. They won 2-0, drew 1-1, won
3-0 and won 2-0 again with Tommy and Junior consistently hitting the target. Camron
Jon made some outstanding saves that should've given him an England call-up. Callan,
despite feeling concerned about playing in defence, was sharp at the back in the end.
What is the most impressive out of everything is that the only goal we conceded was
from a penalty, which was quite a debatable decision from the referee. Nevertheless,
everyone played equally well, and this is an occasion that will surely be a defining
moment in the history of Magdalen Court School. 

Report by Callan Parsons

Players of the tournament: Camron-Jon, Otto & Elliot

A note from Emma White, PE teacher: I couldn’t be prouder of all who participated, not
only of their efforts on the pitch but especially of the supportive spirit they showed to
the other teams and to each other. Well done everyone!

MCS NEWS



Larch
Agatha for always communicating her ideas and needs respectfully

Birch
Benji for an amazing improvement in his attitude this week, using

respectful language

Chestnut
Mala-ann for being respectful towards all living creatures

Olive
Cameron for showing respect to both friends & adults

Elm
Ethan for making the right choices in difficult circumstances

Juniper
Freddie  for showing respect through kindness & compassion

Oak
Lucas B for having a great first term with us

Lime
Josh J for being respectful towards members of the public during his

work experience at the RAMM

Maple
Justin for consistently polite and respectful interactions with all peers

and staff

Beech
Isaac  for being thoughtful and considerate of others

Holly
George for trying to be respectful even in the face of adversity

Our Values 
Stars of the Week

MAGDALEN
C O U R T  S C H O O L  

Respect 
&

Resilience

Health
&

Happiness

Kindness
&

Independence

The value this term is respect and we’ve seen some great
examples of this quality in school this week.



Sa f e g u a r d i n g

T h i s  w e e k ’ s  f o c u s  i s  o n  s c h o o l  a v o i d a n c e .  O n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  y o u ’ l l
f i n d  a  g u i d e  w i t h  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t i p s  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d

c a r e r s .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  s u p p o r t  w i t h  a n y  o f  o u r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t o p i c s ,
p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  J a n e .

MAGDALEN
C O U R T  S C H O O L  Food Tech

We have had a brilliant half term in the Food Tech department! I am so pleased with
how learners have developed their knowledge and skills within their focus areas.
Learners in Larch class made some wonderful American biscuits which are similar to
scones. Learners in Birch class made some crunchy cereal, developing skills using the
hob to melt oil and honey together before coating the oats and seeds. Juniper and Oak
class made their personalised breakfast muffins. It was great to see learners
experimenting with flavour and texture combinations, adding vegetables like courgette
and carrot, which was really brave.I hope the results proved worth it! 

Year 8 learners in Elm and Beech class practiced making drop scones -  this was a great
opportunity to consolidate their knowledge of preparing a batter and the frying
method to achieve perfectly consistent mini pancakes. Learners in Chestnut made one
cup pancakes, learners loved preparing these served with fresh fruit and yogurt. Olive
class re-capped using the fan assisted grill to prepare sausage sarnies and then
evaluated their progress this term. Learners in Maple and Hazel class completed their
end of term evaluations followed by a cooked breakfast finale, where they had to
manage their time carefully to cook their chosen items. Learners in Holly class made
the spiced lentil and butternut squash soup, it was so good and a joy to see learners
appreciating the ras el hanout for depth of flavour and authentic Moroccan taste.
Learners in Lime class prepared a wonderful Hairy Bikers inspired sausage casserole,
packed with loads of spices for additional flavour and butter beans for extra healthy
protein, well done guys!




