
Headteacher's Award

This week, we are delighted to award our
Headteacher’s Award to Ella! This is for
always giving 100% to everything she

does. Well done Ella - your hard work and
determination is clear to us all!
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This term will end on Friday (9th) at the normal
time of 3:50pm. Term will restart on Monday
19th February. 

Lost Property

Please review our lost property page to see if any
items belong to your learner. This week is your
last opportunity to claim these belongings. 

Half term plans

Over the half term, we are excited for a number
of changes to the building! In the main building.
the downstairs corridor is being repainted and
we are also putting carpet in. We have told the
learners of these plans today to prepare them,
however it may be helpful to remind them of this
before the return to school after half term. 

Lunchtime clubs

Staff are currently in the process of planning
some new lunchtime clubs! These will be starting
next term. If your learner has any suggestions for
clubs that they would enjoy, then please let us
know!

Jokes of the Week!

I went to the doctor last week. I asked him ‘Do
you have anything for wind?’ He handed me a
kite! 

What do you give an elf that wants to grow?
Elf raising flour! 

What day do chickens hate?
Friday!
 

Thank you to George, Benji and Arran for the
excellent jokes this week!!



Our Values 
Stars of the Week
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Respect 
&

Resilience

Health
&

Happiness

Kindness
&

Independence

For this half of the spring term, kindness is our focus. This week, we have
chosen just one learner from each class to be our kindness champions! 

Well done to these learners for all their kind actions this week. 

Aspen
Theo for helping to tidy our patio and being really kind whilst teaching others to

play uno

Oak
Charlie for bringing in solar robot kits to share with his peers during breaktime

Larch
Phoebe for showing kindness to friends in all situations

Holly
Toby for outstanding support of peers in ICT this week

Elm 
Kai for being kind and supportive to friends and teachers

Chestnut
Rosie for always being kind to others 

Hazel
Beth for being consistently kind to staff and peers

Ash
Jade for showing kindness to others

Lime
Louis for supporting his peers to navigate public transport

Maple
Tia for going out of her way to be kind and helpful to staff and learners



Food Tech

It’s been another successful week in the Food Tech department, seeing year 10
learners complete their final BTEC practical assessments. Larch class created
their own snack surveys and were learning what were people’s favourite sweet and
savoury snacks. Aspen class made some delightful Italian biscuits. Beech class
have made scone based pizzas and completed a shopping list for next weeks
bread based pizzas. Elm and Holly class completed skills sheets for their Spaghetti
Bolognese last week. We then had a comprehensive fresh filled pasta introduction,
where they got to grips with the pasta machine, adjusting the thickness, filling and
sealing the pasta, cooking and taste testing. Learners in Ash, Hazel and Chestnut
have made fantastic progress with completing practical assessments, where they
got to share their recipe with another peer or LSA within school. Learners in Post
16 and year 11 have also been busy completing recipe cards and practicing their
chosen recipes.
 
Next week, Aspen and Larch will make sweet scones. Oak class will make breakfast
frittata. Elm and Holly class will be making fresh filled pasta from scratch, starting
with kneading the dough and then experiment with fillings and shapes. Ash & Hazel
will continue completing final practical assessments and gathering evidence,
whilst newer learners will make a home made pesto. Year 11 and post 16 will be
writing recipe cards and practicing their recipes. Level 2 learners will be making
bread and butter pudding. Chestnut have had to reschedule their Spaghetti
Bolognese to next week and two learners will be completing their final BTEC
practical assessments.
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Safer Internet Day

Next Tuesday (6th) is Safer Internet Day and this year, the theme is ‘Inspiring
change? Making a difference, managing influence and navigating change online’. In
classes, we will be discussing how we navigate the internet and keep ourselves
safe, whilst also appreciating what a brilliant tool the internet can be!

To kick start the event, we are sharing these top tips from the official Safer
Internet Day website for parents and carers:

Inspire change by modelling how to be safe online
Just like in their offline lives, children need role models online too. Set clear and
fair expectations about how the whole family should use the internet and
technology, and demonstrate these yourself. A Family Agreement is a great way to
start conversations and put your ideas down on paper, to refer back to later and
adapt as your child and your family’s internet use changes.

Make a difference by having regular discussions about the online world
Having regular and open conversations with your child about their use of
technology and the internet is the best way to stay up to date, not only with
changes in the online world, but also with what they are doing and seeing online.
Starting these conversations can sometimes feel daunting, but they can help you
feel more informed and show your child that you are taking an interest in their
online life. Not sure where to begin? Use the tips and conversations starters in our
“Let’s Talk About Life Online” resource.

Manage influence by researching the content and games your child enjoys the
most
Giving young people the opportunity to talk about their life online, and enjoying
online content together, can be a great way to gain an insight into the content
they are viewing. Our ‘Parents and Carers Resource Sheet’ is a great tool that you
can use to research any websites, apps and games and find out more about
specific content.

Navigate change by knowing where to go for further support
If your child needs help, it’s important you know where to go for further support.
Using the report and block buttons,  websites such as ‘Report Harmful Content’,
and other safety tools is a great starting point. It can also be useful to discuss any
concerns or worries with your child’s school as they may be able to offer further
advice and guidance. It can also help to talk to other parents and carers who may
have experienced something similar.
 
For more information, please visit this link: https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-
internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024
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Term Dates

Our term dates for the 24/25 academic year have now been confirmed. 
Please see below: 

Term Dates 2024/25
 
Autumn Term
Inset Day 2nd September 
Inset Day 3rd September
Inset Day 4th September 
Pupils Return Thursday 5th September

Half Term - school breaks up Friday 18th October
Inset Day 4th November 
Inset Day 5th November 
Pupils return Wednesday 6th November
 
End of Term - Friday 20th December - school finishes at 1pm

Spring Term
Pupils Return Monday 6th January 2025

Half Term - school breaks Up Friday 14th February 
Pupils Return Monday 24th February 
 
End of Term - Friday 4th April - school finishes at 1pm

Summer Term 
Pupils Return Monday 28th April 
Bank Holiday - Monday 5th May 

Half Term - school breaks up Friday 24th May 
Pupils return Monday 2nd June

End of Term - Friday 11th July - school finishes 1pm
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Lost Property

A reminder of all lost property we have in the office! Please note, anything
unclaimed by half term will be disposed of. 



Next Week

We are now on to our final week of the first half of the spring term!

Sa f e g u a r d i n g

T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  h a v e  t w o  s a f e g u a r d i n g  i t e m s  t o  d r a w  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o .
F i r s t l y ,  W i z z  -  a  p o p u l a r  n e t w o r k i n g  a p p .  W h i l s t  i t  c a n  b e  a  g r e a t  w a y
t o  c o n n e c t ,  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  t h e r e  a  n o  r o b u s t  a g e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  c h e c k s

a n d  u s e r s  c a n  b e  e x p o s e d  t o  e x p l i c i t  c o n t e n t .  T h e  a t t a c h e d  g u i d e
p r o v i d e s  h e l p f u l  a d v i c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  r e g a r d i n g  k e e p i n g  s a f e  o n  t h e  a p p .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h i g h l i g h t  a  r e c e n t  t r e n d  o n l i n e  -  R u l e
3 4 .  I f  R u l e  3 4  i s  t y p e d  b e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  o n  a  g o o g l e  s e a r c h ,  f o r  e x a m p l e

‘ R u l e  3 4  F o r t n i t e ’ ,  i t  w i l l  s h o w  e x p l i c i t  c o n t e n t  l i n k e d  t o  t h a t  t o p i c .
T h i s  i s  t r e n d i n g  o n  m a n y  s i t e s  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e

a r e  a w a r e  o f .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s ,  o r  w i t h  a n y  o f  o u r
s a f e g u a r d i n g  t o p i c s ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  J a n e  o r  G r a c e .  
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